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ELECTROMAGNETIC LOCK DROP CEILING
FOR AISLE CONTAINMENT SYSTEM AND
METHOD

This application is a U.S. National Stage Application and
claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §371 to International Appli-
cation No. PCT/CN2012/075364, filed May 11, 2012, which
is hereby incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to racks and enclosures, and
more particularly to equipment used to contain and manage
air used to cool data processing, networking and telecommu-
nications equipment housed in equipment racks.

2. Discussion of Related Art

Equipment enclosures or racks for housing electronic
equipment, such as data processing, networking and telecom-
munications equipment have been used for many years. Such
racks are often used to contain and to arrange the equipment
in large equipment rooms and data centers. In certain embodi-
ments, an equipment storage rack can be an open configura-
tion and can be housed within a rack enclosure, although the
enclosure may be included when referring to a rack.

Over the years, a number of different standards have been
developed to enable equipment manufacturers to design rack
mountable equipment that can be mounted in standard racks
manufactured by different manufacturers. A standard rack
typically includes front mounting rails to which multiple
units of electronic equipment, such as servers and CPUs, are
mounted and stacked vertically within the rack. An exemplary
industry-standard rack is approximately six to six-and-a-half
feet high, by about twenty-four inches wide, and about forty
inches deep. Such a rack is commonly referred to as a “nine-
teen inch” rack, as defined by the Electronics Industries Asso-
ciation’s EIA-310-D standard.

Heat produced by rack-mounted equipment can have
adverse effects on the performance, reliability and useful life
of the equipment components. In particular, rack-mounted
equipment, housed within an enclosure, may be vulnerable to
heat build-up and hot spots produced within the confines of
the enclosure during operation. The amount of heat generated
by a rack of equipment is dependent on the amount of elec-
trical power drawn by equipment in the rack during operation.
In addition, users of electronic equipment may add, remove,
and rearrange rack-mounted components as their needs
change and new needs develop.

In certain configurations, data centers may be cooled by
supplementing a data center’s cooling system with computer
room air conditioner (“CRAC”) units that are positioned
around the periphery of the data center room. In some
embodiments, these CRAC units intake air from the fronts of
the units and output cooler air upwardly toward the ceiling of
the data center room. In other embodiments, the CRAC units
intake air from near the ceiling of the data center room and
discharge cooler air under a raised floor for delivery to the
fronts of the equipment racks. In general, such CRAC units
intake room temperature air (at about 72° F.) and discharge
cold air (at about 55° F.), which is blown into the data center
room and mixed with the room temperature air at or near the
equipment racks. In other embodiments, or in additional
embodiments, the CRAC units may be scalable and modular
so that the units may be placed anywhere within the data
center depending on the cooling requirements within the data
center.
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The rack-mounted equipment typically cools itself by
drawing air along a front side or air inlet side of a rack,
drawing the air through its components, and subsequently
exhausting the air from a rear or vent side of the rack. In a
certain embodiment, air is drawn through the equipment
racks from a “cold” aisle, which is typically located at the
fronts of the equipment racks. The heated air is exhausted
from the equipment racks to a “hot” or “warm” aisle, which is
typically located at the backs of the equipment racks. A dis-
advantage of the CRAC-type air conditioning system is that
cool air is mixed with the room temperature air, which is
inefficient. Ideally, to make the system as efficient as possible,
and to utilize as little energy and floor space as possible, the
highest possible temperature air should be drawn into the
CRAC units and the outlet air generated by the CRAC should
be afew degrees below room temperature. In addition, airflow
requirements can vary considerably as a result of different
numbers and types of rack-mounted components and differ-
ent configurations of racks and enclosures.

Inorderto control the flow of air throughout the data center,
and to optimize the air flow as described above, it may be
desirable to contain the air within the hot and cold aisles, and
in particular, the hot aisle. As a result, hot aisle containment
systems have been developed to contain and manage air
within the hot aisle. Cold air containment systems have been
developed as well. One disadvantage associated with a typical
hot aisle containment system is that a ceiling of the air con-
tainment system may block or otherwise prevent a sprinkler
system of the data center from deploying during an emer-
gency. Thus, such an air containment system often requires a
separate sprinkler (suppression) system embedded within the
air containment system.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

One aspect of the disclosure is directed to an air contain-
ment system configured to span an aisle formed by two rows
of'racks or by one row of racks and a wall to form a ceiling. In
one embodiment, the air containment system comprises a
frame structure configured to be supported by the two rows of
racks or by the one row of racks and the wall, at least one
ceiling panel releasably supported by the frame structure, and
alock assembly coupled to the frame structure and configured
to release the at least one ceiling panel upon detecting a
predetermined condition.

Embodiments of the air containment system further may
include configuring the frame structure to have a first elongate
frame assembly extending along a length of a first row of
racks, and a second elongate frame assembly extending along
a length of a second row of racks or a wall. The frame struc-
ture further may include a first elongate support member
hingedly connected to the first elongate frame assembly. In
one embodiment, the lock assembly includes an electro-mag-
netic lock coupled to the first elongate support member and
the first elongate frame assembly. The electro-magnetic lock
may include a first portion secured to the first elongate sup-
port member and a second portion secured to the first elongate
frame assembly. The first portion may include a base metal
material that is attracted to a magnet, and the second portion
includes a magnet that is capable of being selectively ener-
gized to attract to the first portion. In one embodiment, the air
containment system further comprises a control module to
control the operation of the electro-magnetic lock. The con-
trol module may be configured to move the electro-magnetic
lock between a magnetized condition in which the electro-
magnetic lock retains the first elongate support member in
close proximity to the first elongate frame assembly and an
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de-magnetized condition in which the electro-magnetic lock
disengages the first elongate support member to allow the first
elongate support member to hingedly swing away from the
first elongate frame assembly. In a certain embodiment, the
air containment system further comprises an alarm coupled to
the control module and configured to activate prior to when
the electro-magnetic lock disengages the first elongate sup-
port member. The lock assembly further may include a
mechanical fastener coupled to the first elongate support
member and the first elongate frame assembly. The mechani-
cal fastener may be configured to move between a locked
condition in which the mechanical fastener retains the first
elongate support member in close proximity to the first elon-
gate frame assembly and an unlocked condition in which the
mechanical fastener disengages the first elongate support
member to allow the first elongate support member to
hingedly swing away from the first elongate frame assembly.
The mechanical fastener may include a retaining element
secured to one of the first elongate frame assembly and the
first elongate support member and a locking element secured
to the other of the first elongate frame assembly and the first
elongate support member. The frame structure further may
include a second elongate support member hingedly con-
nected to the second elongate frame assembly.

Another embodiment of the disclosure is directed to a
method of releasing one or more ceiling panels upon detect-
ing a predetermined condition. In one embodiment, the
method comprises: providing an air containment system con-
figured to span an aisle formed by two rows of racks or by one
row of equipment racks and a wall to form a ceiling, the air
containment system comprising a frame structure configured
to be supported by the two rows of racks or by the one row of
equipment racks and the wall, at least one ceiling panel
releasably supported by the frame structure, and a lock
assembly coupled to the frame structure and configured to
release the at least one ceiling panel upon detecting a prede-
termined condition; detecting a predetermined condition; and
releasing the at least one ceiling panel.

Embodiments of the method further may include identify-
ing the predetermined condition as a temperature within the
aisle greater than a set temperature or smoke detected within
the aisle. In a certain embodiment, the set temperature is 135°
F. The step of releasing the at least one ceiling panel may
include hingedly moving the first elongate support member
with respect to the first elongate frame assembly. In one
embodiment, the lock assembly includes an electro-magnetic
lock secured to the first elongate support member and the first
elongate frame assembly. The step of releasing the at least one
ceiling panel may include controlling the movement of the
electro-magnetic lock between a magnetized condition in
which the electro-magnetic lock retains the first elongate
support member in close proximity to the first elongate frame
assembly and a de-magnetized condition in which the electro-
magnetic lock assembly disengages the first elongate support
member to allow the first elongate support member to
hingedly swing away from the first elongate frame assembly.
In another embodiment, the method further comprises, prior
to releasing the at least one ceiling panel, operating an alarm
to warn individuals within the aisle. The alarm may include a
visual alarm and/or a sound alarm.

The present disclosure will be more fully understood after
a review of the following figures, detailed description and
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings, each identical or nearly identical compo-
nent that is illustrated in various figures is represented by a
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4

like numeral. For purposes of clarity, not every component
may be labeled in every drawing. For a better understanding
of the present disclosure, reference is made to the figures
which are incorporated herein by reference and in which:

FIG. 1 is a top perspective view of an air containment
system of an embodiment of the present disclosure that is
configured to span an aisle formed by two rows of equipment
racks;

FIG. 2A is a cross-sectional view of the air containment
system illustrated in FIG. 1 showing the air containment
system supporting a ceiling panel;

FIG. 2B is a cross-sectional view of the air containment
system showing the air containment system releasing the
ceiling panel;

FIG. 2C is a cross-sectional view of the air containment
system having one side of the system secured to a wall;

FIG. 2D is a cross-sectional view of the air containment
system shown in FIG. 2C of another embodiment;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of a fastener
assembly of one embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a bottom plan view of the fastener assembly;

FIG.5A is atop plan view of the fastener assembly with the
fastener assembly being shown in a locked position;

FIG. 5B is atop plan view of the fastener assembly with the
fastener assembly being shown in an unlocked position;

FIG. 6 is an enlarged top perspective view of a fastener
assembly of another embodiment configured to release the
ceiling panel upon detecting a predetermined condition; and

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram of a lock control module of
an embodiment of the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

For the purposes of illustration only, and not to limit the
generality, the present disclosure will now be described in
detail with reference to the accompanying figures. This dis-
closure is not limited in its application to the details of con-
struction and the arrangement of components set forth in the
following description or illustrated in the drawings. The dis-
closure is capable of other embodiments and of being prac-
ticed or being carried out in various ways. Also the phraseol-
ogy and terminology used herein is for the purpose of
description and should not be regarded as limiting. The use of
“including,” “comprising,” “having,” “containing,” “involv-
ing,” and variations thereof herein, is meant to encompass the
items listed thereafter and equivalents thereof as well as addi-
tional items.

A typical data center may be designed to house a number of
equipment racks, which are designed to house electronic
equipment including but not limited to data processing, net-
working and telecommunications equipment. Each equip-
ment rack may be configured to include a frame or housing
adapted to support the electronic equipment. The housing
includes a front, a back, opposite sides, a bottom and a top.
The front of each equipment rack may include a front door so
asto enable access into the interior of the equipment rack. The
sides of the equipment rack may include one or more panels
to enclose the interior region of the rack. The back of the
equipment rack may also include one or more panels oraback
door to provide access to the interior of the equipment rack
from the back of the rack. In certain embodiments, the side
and back panels, as well as the front door and the rear door,
may be fabricated from perforated sheet metal, for example,
to allow air to flow into and out of the interior region of the
equipment rack. In other embodiments, the front door may
include a removable panel.
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The equipment racks are modular in construction and con-
figured to be rolled into and out of position, e.g., within a row
of'the data center. Once in position, electronic equipment may
be positioned in the interior region of the equipment rack. For
example, the equipment may be placed on shelving secured
within the interior region of the equipment rack. Cables pro-
viding electrical and data communication may be provided
through the top of the equipment rack either through a cover
(or “roof™) at the top of the equipment rack having openings
formed therein or through an open top of the equipment rack.
In this embodiment, the cables may be strung along the roofs
of the racks or be provided in the aforementioned cable dis-
tribution troughs. In another embodiment, the cables may be
disposed within a raised floor and connected to the electronic
equipment through the bottom of the equipment rack. With
both configurations, power and communication lines are pro-
vided to the equipment racks.

As discussed above, data centers are typically configured
with rows of equipment racks arranged such that cool air is
drawn into the racks from a cool aisle and warm or hot air is
exhausted from the racks into a hot aisle. In one embodiment,
the equipment racks may be arranged in two rows with the
fronts of the equipment racks in a near row being arranged in
a forward direction and the backs of the equipment racks in a
far row being arranged in a rearward direction. However, as
stated above, in a typical data center, there may be multiple
rows of equipment racks wherein the rows may be arranged
with the fronts of the equipment racks facing one another to
define the cold aisle and with the backs of the equipment racks
facing one another to define the hot aisle. In other configura-
tions, the hot or cold aisle may be disposed between a wall and
a row of equipment racks. For example, a row of equipment
racks may be spaced from a wall with the backs of the equip-
ment racks facing the wall to define a hot aisle between the
wall and the row of equipment racks.

In order to address the heat build-up and hot spots within
the data center or equipment room, and to address climate
control issues within the data center or room in general, a
cooling system may be provided. In one configuration, the
cooling system may be provided as part of the data center
infrastructure. In another configuration, the data center’s
cooling system may be supplemented with the CRAC units
described above. With yet another configuration, a modular
cooling system may be provided in which modular cooling
racks are interspersed within the rows of equipment racks.

In one embodiment, a management system may be pro-
vided to monitor and display conditions of the equipment
racks, including the cooling racks. The management system
may operate independently to control the operation of the
equipment and cooling racks, and may be configured to com-
municate with a higher level network manager or with a
management system associated with the data center. In cer-
tain circumstances, it may be desirable control the air flow
within the hot and cold aisles, and in the hot aisles in particu-
lar. Typically, heat generated from electronic components
housed within the equipment racks is exhausted out of the
backs of the equipment racks into the hot aisles. It may be
desirable to contain the hot air for conditioning by a cooling
unit, such as the modular cooling unit described above. It is
known to enclose the hot aisle with a ceiling assembly that is
designed for the particular equipment rack configuration.
Such ceiling assemblies are typically installed when install-
ing the equipment racks in the data center and are manufac-
tured by the manufacturers of the equipment racks. Known
ceiling assemblies are awkward to lift overhead and install,
and require precise spacing between the rows of equipment
racks. Moreover, such ceiling assemblies may block or oth-
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6

erwise prevent a sprinkler system of the data center from
deploying during an emergency. Thus, such ceiling assem-
blies often require a separate sprinkler or suppression system
embedded within the assembly.

Embodiments of an air containment system of the present
disclosure may include a plurality of panel assemblies con-
figured to be arranged along the length of the aisle to form a
ceiling over the aisle. In one embodiment, each panel assem-
bly may include a frame structure having a ceiling panel
releasably supported by the frame structure. This construc-
tion is easy to assembly and install, and enables the panel to be
automatically released upon detecting elevated temperature
in the data center. By releasing the panels, an automatic
sprinkling system of the data center may be exposed to
address the cause of the elevated temperature.

Referring now to the drawings, and more particularly to
FIG. 1, a portion of a data center, generally indicated at 10, is
illustrated. In particular, a hot aisle 12 located between two
rows of equipment racks, generally indicated at 14, 16, is
illustrated. The principles described herein may be applied to
any aisle within the data center, including cold aisles. The hot
aisle 12 is being shown for illustration purposes only. As
shown, the first row of racks 14 is positioned so that the fronts
of'the racks face outwardly. Similarly, the second row ofracks
16 is positioned so that the fronts of the racks face outwardly
and the backs of the racks face the backs of the first row of
racks 14. By way of example only, the first row of racks 14
includes four equipment racks, each indicated at 18, and one
cooling rack, indicated at 20. The second row of racks 16
includes four equipment racks 18 with a space provided for
receiving a rack, such as a cooling rack 20.

The arrangement is such that hot air is exhausted through
the backs of the equipment racks 18 into the hot aisle 12
formed between the first row 14 and the second row 16. As
discussed above, this aisle may sometimes be referred to
herein as the “hot” or “warm” aisle. As shown in FIG. 1, air is
capable of escaping from the hot aisle 12 above the equipment
racks 18. As is well known, warm air rises, thus creating a
situation in which the ceiling of the data center 10 may
become too warm. This situation may negatively affect the
climate control within the data center 10. An air containment
system of an embodiment of the present disclosure is
designed to control the flow of warm air within the data center
10, and within the space between the equipment racks 18
specifically.

Still referring to FIG. 1, an air containment system, gener-
ally indicated at 22, is provided to contain hot air within the
hot aisle 12. As shown, the air containment system includes a
frame structure, generally indicated at 24, which is designed
to rest on top of the first and second rows 14, 16 and span the
hot aisle 12. The frame structure 24 includes a first elongate
frame assembly 26 that extends along the top edge of one row
of'equipment racks 14 and a second elongate frame assembly
28 that extends along the top edge of the other row of equip-
ment racks 16. Depending on the length of the hot aisle 12,
there may be additional first and second eclongate frame
assemblies 26, 28 to extend the length of the aisle. As shown
in FIG. 1, there are several first and second elongate frame
assembles 26, 28 that rest upon the equipment/cooling racks
18, 20 to extend along the length of'the hot aisle 12. Although
not shown, the frame structure 24 may include several cross
support members that extend from the first elongate frame
assembly 26 to the second elongate frame assembly 28.

The frame structure 24 is configured to support a plurality
of ceiling panels, each indicated at 30. Each ceiling panel 30
is rectangular in shape having a width and a length sufficient
to extend across the width of the aisle. For example, the width
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of the ceiling panel 30 may be selected to correspond to a
width of the equipment or cooling rack 18, 20. In one embodi-
ment, each ceiling panel 30 includes a generally rectangular
frame 32 that is configured to support a transparent/translu-
cent panel 34 to enable light to transmit into the hot aisle 12.
In one embodiment, the frame 32 of each ceiling panel 30 is
fabricated from any suitable lightweight material, such as
metal or plastic, and the transparent/translucent panel 34 is
fabricated from any suitable material capable of allowing
light to pass through. In another embodiment, the transparent/
translucent panel 34 may be fabricated from opaque material
that blocks light from entering the hot aisle 12. As shown in
FIG. 1, the frames 32 of adjacent ceiling panels 30 are placed
closely to one another to contain the air within the hot aisle 12.
Outer edges of the frames 32 may be adapted to seal the
adjacent edges of the frames when placing the ceiling panels
30 next to each other. For example, a strip of material (not
shown) may be applied to the outer edges of the frames 32 to
assist in sealing the edges of the frames when deploying the
ceiling panels 30.

Referring to FIGS. 2A and 2B, the air containment system
22 and portions of the first and second rows of racks 14, 16
shown in FIG. 1 are illustrated in cross-section. As shown, the
construction of the second elongate frame assembly 28 is a
mirror image of the construction of the first elongate frame
assembly 26. As shown, the first elongated frame assembly 26
includes a first frame sub-assembly 36 that is supported by the
first row of racks 14 along the length of the racks as viewed in
FIG. 1, and a second frame sub-assembly 38 that extends
away from the first frame sub-assembly toward the second
row of racks 16. Similarly, the second elongated frame assem-
bly 28 includes a third frame sub-assembly 40 that is sup-
ported by the second row of racks 16 along the length of the
racks, and a fourth frame sub-assembly 42 that extends away
from the third frame sub-assembly toward the first row of
racks 14. Each of the first, second, third and fourth frame
sub-assemblies 36, 38, 40, 42 are fabricated from structural
components that are suitable for supporting the ceiling panels
30. For example, in one embodiment, the structural compo-
nents of the first, second, third and fourth frame sub-assem-
blies 36, 38, 40, 42 are fabricated from suitable material, such
as structural metal, e.g., aluminum.

The first elongate frame assembly 26 further includes a first
elongate support member 44 that is secured to the second
frame sub-assembly 38 by a hinge 46, which enables the first
elongate support member to pivot with respect to the second
frame sub-assembly. Similarly, the second elongate frame
assembly 28 further includes a second elongate support mem-
ber 48 that is secured to the fourth frame sub-assembly 42 by
another hinge 50, which enables the second elongate support
member to pivot with respect to the fourth frame sub-assem-
bly. The construction of the first elongate frame assembly 26
and the second elongate frame assembly 28 enables the first
elongate support member 44 and the second elongate support
member 48 to move between generally horizontal conditions
shown in FIG. 2A and generally vertical conditions shown in
FIG. 2B. In the horizontal conditions (FIG. 2A), an edge 52 of
the first elongate support member 44 supports an edge of the
ceiling panel 30 on one side of the ceiling panel and an edge
54 of the second elongate support member 48 supports an
edge of'the ceiling panel on the other side of the ceiling panel.

FIG. 2C illustrates another embodiment in which the right-
hand second elongate frame assembly 28 secured to awall 56,
instead of being supported by an equipment rack. As shown,
the third frame sub-assembly 40 is secured to the wall 56 in
such a manner that the second elongate sub-assembly is posi-
tioned to support the ceiling panel 30. The principles dis-
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closed herein may be applied to aisles defined by two rows of
equipment racks, one row of equipment racks that is spaced
from a wall or by two spaced-apart walls. In another embodi-
ment, shown in FIG. 2D, the right-hand elongate frame
assembly 28 can be replaced with a part 58, such as a C-chan-
nel, that is secured to the wall.

The second frame sub-assembly 38 of the first elongate
frame assembly 26 further includes an upper lip 60 that
extends over the first elongate support member 44 to prevent
the sides of the ceiling panels 30 from moving vertically when
supported by the first elongate support member. Similarly, the
fourth frame sub-assembly 42 of the second elongate frame
assembly 28 further includes an upper lip 62 that extends over
the second elongate support member 48 to prevent the other
sides of the ceiling panels 30 from moving vertically when
supported by the second elongate support member.

The air containment system 22 further includes several
lock assemblies, each generally indicated at 64, to maintain
the first elongate support member 44 and the second elongate
support member 48 in their horizontal conditions to support
the ceiling panels 30. The arrangement is such that several
lock assemblies 64 are spaced along the length of each first
and second elongate frame assembly 26, 28 to support the first
and second elongate support members in their horizontal
conditions.

As shown in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the lock assembly 64
provided on the first elongate frame assembly 26 includes a
mechanical fastener sub-assembly 66 having a first compo-
nent 68, e.g., a latch, that is secured to the first elongate
support member 44, and a second component 70, e.g., a
holder or catch, that is secured to the upper lip 60 of the
second frame sub-assembly 38 to support the first elongate
support member 44 in the horizontal condition. By releasing
the second component 70 from the first component 68, the
first elongate support member 44 is free to pivot about the
hinge 46 under its own weight to achieve the vertical condi-
tion shown in FIG. 2B.

The lock assembly 64 of the second elongate frame assem-
bly 28 is similarly constructed in that it includes the mechani-
cal fastener sub-assembly 66 having the first component 68
and the second component 70. As shown, when the first
component 68 is released from the second component 70, the
second elongate support member 48 is free to pivot about the
hinge 50 under its own weight to achieve the vertical condi-
tion. When both the first and second elongate support mem-
bers 44, 48 are released, the ceiling panels 30 are free to drop
to the floor of the hot aisle 12. As stated above, the first
elongate support member 44 and the second elongate support
member 48 are identically configured so that when the lock
assemblies 64 are released, the first and second eclongate
support members pivot about their respective hinges 46, 50 to
release the ceiling panels 30.

Referring to FIGS. 3, 4, 5A and 5B, the operation of the
mechanical fastener sub-assembly 66 of each lock assembly
64 will be described. As shown, the locking element or latch
68 is secured to the elongate support member 44 or 48 and the
retaining element or catch 70 secured to the upper lip 60 or 62
of the elongate frame assembly 26 or 28. In another embodi-
ment, the latch 68 may be secured to the upper lip 60 or 62 of
the elongate frame assembly 26 or 28 and the catch 70 may be
secured to the elongate support member 44 or 48. With ref-
erence to FIGS. 5A and 5B, the latch 68 of the mechanical
fastener sub-assembly 66 is configured to move between a
locked condition (FIG. 5A) in which the latch engages the
catch 70 to retain the elongate support member 44 or 48 in
close proximity to the elongate frame assembly 26 or 28 and
an unlocked condition (FIG. 5B) in which the latch is disen-
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gaged from the catch to allow the elongate support member
44 or 48 to hingedly swing away from the elongate frame
assembly 26 or 28. The rotation of the latch 68 of the
mechanical fastener sub-assembly 66 may be achieved by
manually manipulating the latch by and. In another embodi-
ment, the latch 68 may be moved between the locked and
unlocked conditions by any suitable mechanism configured
to rotate the latch under the control of a controller.

With the mechanical fastener sub-assembly 66, the latch 68
and the associate catch 70 are manipulated by hand to secure
the ceiling panels 30 to the elongate frame assemblies 26, 28.
Referring to back to FIGS. 2A and 2B, with additional refer-
ence to FIG. 6, each fastener assembly 64 further includes an
electro-magnetic lock sub-assembly 72 coupled to the elon-
gate support member 44 or 48 and the elongate frame assem-
bly 26, 28. Specifically, the electro-magnetic lock sub-assem-
bly 72 includes a first portion 74 secured to the elongate
support member 44 or 48 and a second portion 76 secured to
the upper lip 60 or 62 of the elongate frame assembly 26, 28.
The first and second portions 74, 76 of the electro-magnetic
lock sub-assembly 72 are configured to be magnetically
secured to one another to maintain the elongate support mem-
ber 44 or 48 in the horizontal condition suitable to support the
ceiling panels 30 and de-magnetized from one another to
enable the elongate support member to move to the vertical
condition to enable the ceiling panels to drop from the frame
structure 24. In one embodiment, the first portion 74 may
include a base metal material that is attracted to amagnet. The
second portion 76 may include a magnet that is capable of
being selectively energized to attract to the first portion 74.

The operation of the electro-magnetic lock sub-assembly
72 may be achieved by any suitable mechanism configured to
magnetize and de-magnetize the second portion 76 (or alter-
natively the first portion 74) of the electro-magnetic lock
sub-assembly. In certain embodiments, the electro-magnetic
lock sub-assemblies 72 of the lock assemblies 64 may be
activated upon the occurrence of a predetermined condition.
For example, the predetermined condition may be the occur-
rence of a temperature within the hot aisle 12 that is greater
than a set temperature. In one particular example, the set
temperature may be 135° F. In one embodiment, the activa-
tion of the electro-magnetic lock sub-assemblies 72 of the
lock assemblies 64 may coordinated to occur simultaneously
so that the ceiling panels 30 drop at the same time. In such an
embodiment, the second portions 76 of the electro-magnetic
lock sub-assemblies 72 are de-magnetized simultaneously to
release the ceiling panels 30. In other embodiments, when a
predetermined condition occurs, an alarm may be triggered
prior to activating the electro-magnetic lock sub-assemblies
72 of the fastener assemblies 64 to enable operators or other
personnel within the aisle some time to exit the hot aisle 12. In
order for the operation of the electro-magnetic lock sub-
assembly 72 of each fastener assembly 64 to operate properly,
i.e., to drop the ceiling panels 30 when a triggering event
occurs, the mechanical fastener sub-assembly 66 must be
moved to an unlocked position. Otherwise, the mechanical
fastener sub-assembly 66 will prevent the ceiling panel 30
from dropping.

Referring to FIG. 7, the air containment system further
includes a control module, generally indicated at 80, to con-
trol the operation of the electro-magnetic lock sub-assemblies
72 to de-activate the sub-assemblies to drop the ceiling panels
30. Specifically, the control module 80 is configured to de-
magnetize the electro-magnetic lock sub-assemblies 72 so
that the first and second elongate support members 44, 48 are
allowed to hingedly swing away from the first and second
elongate frame assemblies 26, 28 about respective hinges 46,
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50. As shown, the control module 80 includes an AC/DC
converter 82 that is connected to the second portions 76 of the
electro-magnetic fastener sub-assemblies by first and second
relays 84, 86. Temperature sensors, each indicated at 88, are
positioned between the AC/DC converter 82 and the first and
second relays 84, 86. As further shown, the first relay 84 is
connected to an alarm 90, which may be an audible and visual
alarm, by a switch 92 that is normally in an open position. A
time relay 94 is disposed between the AC/DC converter 82
and the second relay 86, which is connected to another switch
96 that is connected to the electro-magnetic fastener sub-
assemblies. This switch 96 is normally in a closed to maintain
the fastener assemblies 64 in a locked condition in which the
ceiling panels 30 are supported by the first and second elon-
gate support members 44, 48.

The arrangement is such that when a predetermined con-
dition occurs, such as the temperature within the hot aisle 12
exceeding 135° F., or smoke being detected in the hot aisle,
the first relay 84 closes the switch 92 connected to trigger the
alarm 90, which may be a visual alarm, an audible alarm, or
both. The time relay 94 enables a predetermined time to pass
before the second relay 86 opens the switch 96 thus activating
the fastener assemblies 64 to drop the ceiling panels 30. Inone
embodiment, the predetermined time may be seven seconds;
however, any amount of time may be selected.

The air containment system 22 disclosed herein is particu-
larly suited for performing a method of releasing one or more
ceiling panels 30 upon detecting a predetermined condition.
The method includes releasing the ceiling panels 30 upon
detecting the predetermined condition, which may be an
unsafe temperature, e.g., greater than 135° F., or smoke
detected within the hot aisle 12 formed by the rows of racks
14, 16. The ceiling panels 30 are released by hingedly moving
the first and second elongate support members 44, 48 with
respect to the first and second elongate frame assemblies 26,
28, respectively. The control module 80 is configured to con-
trol the movement of the electro-magnetic lock sub-assem-
blies 72 of the fastener assemblies 64 between magnetized
conditions in which the fastener assemblies retain the firstand
second elongate support members 44, 48 in close proximity to
the first and second elongate frame assemblies 26, 28, respec-
tively, and de-magnetized conditions in which the fastener
assemblies disengage the first and second elongate support
members to allow the first and second elongate support mem-
bers to hingedly swing away from their respective first and
second elongate frame assemblies. In one embodiment, an
alarm 90 (visual and/or audible) is activated prior to releasing
the ceiling panels 30 to enable persons within the hot aisle 12
to evacuate the hot aisle prior to dropping the ceiling panels.

As discussed above, the air containment system 22 of
embodiments of the present disclosure may be positioned
over two rows 14, 16 of equipment racks or between a row 14
of' equipment racks and a wall 56. When positioned between
a row 14 of equipment racks and the wall 56, the air contain-
ment system 22 may utilize the second elongate frame assem-
bly 28 or a suitable part, such as part 58, to support the edge
of'the ceiling panel 30. When using a part 58, the ceiling panel
30 simply slides off the part when the air containment system
22 is activated upon detecting a predetermined event to drop
the ceiling panel.

Thus, it should be observed that the air containment system
22 and method of operating the air containment system within
the data center 10 as disclosed herein are particularly effective
in automatically dropping a ceiling when a predetermined
condition occurs. The systems and methods disclosed herein
reduce the cost and installation time as compared to prior art
systems. The systems and methods further are adapted to be
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installed in existing data centers without extraordinary cus-
tomization. In this regard, the systems and methods are par-
ticularly suited for accommodating any aisle width or rack
height.

Having thus described at least one embodiment of the
present disclosure, various alternations, modifications and
improvements will readily occur to those skilled in the art.
Such alterations, modifications and improvements are
intended to be within the scope and spirit of the disclosure.
Accordingly, the foregoing description is by way of example
only and is not intended to be limiting. The disclosure’s limit
is defined only in the following claims and equivalents
thereto.

What is claimed is:

1. An air containment system configured to span an aisle
formed by two rows of racks or by one row of racks and a wall
to form a ceiling, the air containment system comprising:

a frame structure configured to be supported by the two
rows of racks or by the one row of racks and the wall, the
frame structure including a first elongate frame assem-
bly extending along a length of'a first row of the two rows
of racks, a second elongate frame assembly extending
along a length of a second row of the two rows of racks
orthe wall, and a first elongate support member hingedly
connected to the first elongate frame assembly;

at least one ceiling panel releasably supported by the frame
structure; and

alock assembly coupled to the frame structure and config-
ured to release the at least one ceiling panel upon detect-
ing a predetermined condition.

2. The air containment system of claim 1, wherein the lock
assembly includes an electro-magnetic lock coupled to the
first elongate support member and the first elongate frame
assembly.

3. The air containment system of claim 2, wherein the
electro-magnetic lock includes a first portion secured to the
first elongate support member and a second portion secured to
the first elongate frame assembly.

4. The air containment system of claim 3, wherein the first
portion includes a base metal material that is attracted to a
magnet and the second portion includes a magnet that is
capable of being selectively energized to attract to the first
portion.

5. The air containment system of claim 2, further compris-
ing a control module to control the operation of the electro-
magnetic lock.

6. The air containment system of claim 5, wherein the
control module is configured to move the electro-magnetic
lock between a magnetized condition in which the electro-
magnetic lock retains the first elongate support member in
close proximity to the first elongate frame assembly and a
de-magnetized condition in which the electro-magnetic lock
disengages the first elongate support member to allow the first
elongate support member to hingedly swing away from the
first elongate frame assembly.

7. The air containment system of claim 5, further compris-
ing an alarm coupled to the control module and configured to
activate prior to when the electro-magnetic lock disengages
the first elongate support member.

8. The air containment system of claim 1, wherein the lock
assembly includes a mechanical fastener coupled to the first
elongate support member and the first elongate frame assem-
bly.
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9. The air containment system of claim 8, wherein the
mechanical fastener is configured to move between a locked
condition in which the mechanical fastener retains the first
elongate support member in close proximity to the first elon-
gate frame assembly and an unlocked condition in which the
mechanical fastener disengages the first elongate support
member to allow the first elongate support member to
hingedly swing away from the first elongate frame assembly.

10. The air containment system of claim 9, wherein the
mechanical fastener includes a retaining element secured to
one of the first elongate frame assembly and the first elongate
support member and a locking element secured to the other of
the first elongate frame assembly and the first elongate sup-
port member.

11. The air containment system of claim 1, wherein the
frame structure further includes a second elongate support
member hingedly connected to the second elongate frame
assembly.

12. A method of releasing one or more ceiling panels upon
detecting a predetermined condition, the method comprising:

providing an air containment system configured to span an

aisle formed by two rows of racks or by one row of
equipment racks and a wall to form a ceiling, the air
containment system comprising a frame structure con-
figured to be supported by the two rows of racks or by the
one row of equipment racks and the wall, at least one
ceiling panel releasably supported by the frame struc-
ture, and a lock assembly coupled to the frame structure
and configured to release the at least one ceiling panel
upon detecting a predetermined condition, the frame
structure including a first elongate frame assembly
extending along a length of a first row of the racks, a
second elongate frame assembly extending along a
length of a second row of the racks or a wall, and a first
elongate support member hingedly connected to the first
elongate frame assembly;

detecting a predetermined condition; and

releasing the at least one ceiling panel,

wherein releasing the at least one ceiling panel includes

hingedly moving the first elongate support member with
respect to the first elongate frame assembly by the lock
assembly.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the predetermined
condition is a temperature within the aisle greater than a set
temperature or smoke detected within the aisle.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the lock assembly
includes an electro-magnetic lock secured to the first elongate
support member and the first elongate frame assembly.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein releasing the at least
one ceiling panel includes controlling the movement of the
electro-magnetic lock between a magnetized condition in
which the electro-magnetic lock retains the first elongate
support member in close proximity to the first elongate frame
assembly and a de-magnetized condition in which the electro-
magnetic lock assembly disengages the first elongate support
member to allow the first elongate support member to
hingedly swing away from the first elongate frame assembly.

16. The method of claim 12, further comprising, prior to
releasing the at least one ceiling panel, operating an alarm to
warn individuals within the aisle.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the alarm includes a
visual alarm and/or a sound alarm.
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